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538 HARVARD LAW REVIEW 

vision have been effected without such an enlargement of the work as to make it 
cumbersome. It now appears for the first time in three volumes, but they are 
executed in such a compact and serviceable form that convenient reference is 
assured. In fact, in every respect this revision maintains the excellence that 
has made Bouvier's the standard American dictionary of law. 

s. p. G. 
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The so-called War Revenue Law of 1914 is a reminder of two things: the 
perverse elasticity of our tariff, and the economic interdependence of world 
nations. To meet the deficiency in our revenue caused by the war in Europe, 
Congress has been compelled to impose as an emergency measure much the same 
taxes which would be imposed were the United States actually involved in the 
war. In fact, the Act of 1914 is in a large measure a reenactment of the Act 
of 1898, passed as an emergency measure during the Spanish War. 

The present act is distinctly an emergency measure, and fixes December 31, 
1915, as the date when the new taxes shall cease. It repeals nothing of the 
existing revenue laws, but adds much, and is bound to give rise to numerous 
vexing legal questions. The publication of an annotated text of the law for 
the convenience of practitioners is, therefore, entirely justifiable and proper. 
Bender's War Revenue Law is that and no more. With a preliminary historical 
introduction and an entirely inadequate description of the internal revenue 
laws in general, the book contains the full text of the act with copious annota- 
tions and citations from the authorities, including departmental rulings, which 
although, of course, not binding on the courts, are precedents for administra- 
tive action and therefore of interest. On the whole the book appears to be as 
much of an emergency measure as the act itself, and suffers equally from hasty 
construction; a convenient guide in practice, but of little or no use to the 
student. 
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